EARBY TOWN COUNCIL

Chairman: Chris P. Tennant
The Parish Rooms, Victoria Road,
Earby, Barnoldswick, Lancashire. BB18 6US
tel: 01282 844965 mob: 07458 095374
email: clerk@earbytowncouncil.org.uk
web: https://www.earbytowncouncil.org.uk/

Meeting of Earby Town Council
Monday 22" August 2022
The Parish Rooms, Victoria Road, Earby

MINUTES

1. Tour of the Parish Rooms

The proposed tour of the Parish Rooms and buildings was postponed until the next
meeting on 26" September 2022.

2. Welcome

Councillor Tennant formally opened the meeting at 7:30pm and welcomed all
present.

3. Attendance, Apologies and Non-Attendance

The attendance of Clirs C. Tennant, V. Cocker, J. Myers, A. Inman, J. Osguthorpe, J.
Schollick and C. Nolan was noted with apologies received from S. Hartley.

4. Councillor Vacancies
The Town Clerk informed Council that there remained four casual vacancies on the
council. There had been one interested and eligible candidate who was in
attendance, Mrs D. Anderson. Council resolved to co-opt Mrs Anderson as a
member (Proposed VC, 2" JO), documentation was signed, and Clir Anderson
formally joined the council.

5. Declarations of Interest
ClIr C. Tennant declared an interest in relation to item 18 on the agenda.

6. Exclusion of the Public and Press

There were no items meeting the criteria for exclusion.

7. Public Participation
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A number of residents were in attendance to make observations and representations
in relation to the consideration of a new allotment site on land fronting Tyseley Grove
(item 11 on the Minutes of 25" July 2022). A petition signed by 83 residents was
handed to council and two members of the public addressed the meeting. Concerns
were raised in relation to the additional parking requirements of plot holders,
displacement of residents parking, removal of the open space for children and dog
owners, the potential to devalue nearby homes, a likely increase in vermin and the
unsuitability of the land for allotments due to concrete foundations and underground
cables. The negative visual impact of high fences, obstruction of lighting and
potential vandalism to the site was also raised. Representations were made that
alternative initiatives should be considered to address climate change and to benefit
future generations, such as planting fruit trees, introducing wildflowers and retaining
space for the need to charge Electric Vehicles near to and outside homes, as
legislation will require in the coming years.

8. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

It was resolved to accept and approve the minutes of the meeting of Monday 25™
July 2022 as an accurate record. (Proposed CN, 2™ JS)

9. Update of ongoing issues from previous minutes

The Town Clerk informed council that there were no significant updates to report on this
month due to the short timescale between meetings and his absence through leave.

10. Allotments

10.1Council noted that there remained 48 residents on the waiting list and inspections
had been conducted at School Lane which had identified significant work required
to clear plot SL113 ahead of re-letting.

11. Parish Rooms Surgeries
There were no items arising from the surgeries for Council’s consideration.

Members of the public wishing to speak in person to a councillor can do so at the
Parish Rooms every other Saturday at one of our surgeries. Surgeries will take place
on the following dates, between 10am and noon:

Saturday 3" & 17" September
Saturday 1% & 15" October
Saturday 5" & 19" November
December 3 & 17" December

In addition, Earby Town Council office is staffed on Wednesday mornings for
enquires directly with the Town Clerk. The Town Clerk also works remotely on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings. Contact can be made on these days via mobile
phone or by email, as detailed above.
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12. Police business

Several incidents of criminal damage and anti-social behaviour were reported around
Shaw Square and New Road. These had been reported to the police and the Town
Clerk was to contact the local police team to determine what action had been taken.

13. Correspondence
There were no items to report to council on this occasion.
14. Alterations to the Biomass Heating System

Council noted that anticipated remedial work to the heating system to the value of
£4,000 was not required following the advice from two specialist biomass heating
engineers and therefore there was no need to make any budget provision for 2023.

15. Planning Applications
There had been no planning applications relating to the area since the last meeting.

Concerns were raised regarding the environmental blight of Brook Mill, New Road
which included the site being insecure and accessible to children, the pungent smell
during hot weather and increase in vermin, particularly feral pigeons, and rats.
Pendle Borough Council Environmental Services to be informed.

16. Appointment of a ‘Lengthsman’to Council

Council resolved to approve the employment of a Lengthsman to carry out
maintenance tasks, at the direction of the Town Clerk, on assets owned by the
council across the community. An employment contract is to be prepared for
approval at the next meeting (Proposed JO, 2" Al).

17. Reports from meetings with other organisations

17.1 Councillor Inman attended the last West Craven District Committee, there were
no relevant items to report.

17.2 The Northolme Community Centre: a further meeting is to be arranged with
Together Housing to explore building running costs and maintenance requirements.

There has been no commitment for Earby Town Council to take on responsibility for
this property despite local media reporting to the contrary.

18. Birley Playing Fields grass cutting

18.1 Ahead of the meeting, Council received a report prepared by Councillors Nolan
and Inman containing four proposed options for the grass cutting at Birley Playing
Fields. In recent months, Pendle Borough Council had deployed differential mowing
techniques to support biodiversity and the natural environment as part of their actions
to meet their Climate Action Plan 2020-2025. The outcome — the creation of areas of
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longer grass and wildflowers - had received both positive and negative feedback
from residents and councillors alike and a council resolution was therefore sought to
inform a contractor of the specific requirements and agree a formal maintenance
contract for next season.

18.2 Councillor Tenant declared a personal interest in the item and requested to give
a view before leaving the room. During his input, after five minutes duration, the
Chairman was requested to terminate his address and vacate the room which he
ignored. The Chairman was repeatedly asked to leave the room but sustained,
resulting in the Town Clerk instructing members to disregard the content of his
continued delivery.

18.3 Following the exit of the Chairman, Clir Cocker took the Chair. The Town Clerk
addressed council on the importance of adherence to the code of conduct when
engaged in public life and the Nolan Principles.

18.4 Council considered the potential issues arising from leaving areas of the playing
fields unmown, these included the cost, the amenity purpose of the area, the
potential to increase biodiversity, the creation of wildflower meadow(s), the issue of
irresponsible dog owners allowing fouling in longer grass and opportunities to
improve and extend the existing wildlife habitat.

18.5 Council resolved to implement Option 4 from the report and required that the
grass be cut in differential lengths in accordance with the plan at Appendix A,
together with a short cut and collection of cuttings across all areas in the Autumn as
the weather and seasonal conditions determine each year (Proposed CN, 2™ Al).

18.6 Council resolved to instruct their current service provider - Pendle Borough
Council, Environmental Services - accordingly and implement a contract to reflect the
above (CN, 2" Al).

19. Finance
Councillor Tenant returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair.

19.1 Council approved the payment list, as circulated (Proposed VC, 2" Al).

19.2 Council noted the latest YTD Payments and Receipts document and Balance
sheet.

19.3 Council approved the funding of (1) replacing the Christmas lights in the trees at
the bus station with 3,000 LEDs (£1,985 + VAT) and (2) a new installation of 1,200
LEDs on the natural tree located on the bus station island, including the provision of
a temporary power supply (£1.130 + VAT) (Proposed VC, 2" JM).

19.4 Council resolved to approve funding for the provision of children’s entertainment
— The Winter Sprites — for the town’s Christmas light switch on event, 27" November
2022 (£820 + VAT) (Proposed JO, 2" Al).

20. Meeting Dates

It was noted that the next scheduled meeting of full council will be Monday 26"
September 2022

21. Meeting Close

The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.44 hrs and thanked all those present for their
contribution.
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